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Art & Culture Minister L.
Jayantakumar Singh today
handed over  Cheques
Amounting Rs. 57,50000 (fifty
seven  lakhs and  fifty
thousand)  to five ADCs of
the state. The autonomous
distr ict councils
i n c l u d e C h a n d e l ,
Churachandpur,  Ukhrul,
Tamenglong and Senapati.

Minister JayantakumarCheques Amounting
Rs. 57,50000 Distributed To  Five ADCs

The cheques were distributed
under the Art & Culture
Department, Government of
Manipur in the presence of the
media persons at the
conference hall of the minister
at old Secretariat Complex.
Speaking at the occasion
Minister Jayantakumar said
that the government is
committed  to develop and
promote art & cultural
activities of the state which is
indigenous in nature. He said

that despite f inancial
constraints of the state the art
and culture department is
initiating all possible measures
to boost the r ich  art and
culture of the state. Each
autonomous districts received
two different chequesbearing
a value of Rs.7,00,000/- (Seven
lakh) and Rs. 4,50000 (four lakh
fifty thousand) respectively.
Rs. 7,00,000/- (Seven lakh) is
meant for  development of
District Library and Rs. 4,50000

(four lakh fifty thousand) is
meant for  development of
indigenous form of art and
culture, minister added. The
amount is released for the year
20018-19.Minister also assured
to increase the amount in the
coming years.
Director Art & Culture, A.
Shivdas Sharma, Joint Director,
ShriKesorjit Singh,
representatives and officials
from ADCs were also present
at the occasion.

 By a Correspondent
 Dr Vinay Aggarwal,

In  order  to  im prove the
h ea lthcar e s tr uc tu re  in
I nd ia ,  Go ve r nm en t has
come up with  one of  the
w or ld ’s  la rges t  p ub lic
h ea lthcar e p ro gr am s –
Ayushman Bharat,  which
being an insurance scheme
will provide with cashless
t rans ac t io n .  Wh ile th e
question  remains unclear
rega rd in g th e
reimbursement, when even
a much smaller scheme for
the  cen t ra l Go v er nm en t
emp lo yees ,  CGHS,  i s
already suffer ing and is in
a muddle.
Recen tly,  th e ho sp ital s
empanelled  under  CGHS
have been  issued  notices
for refusing to admit CGHS
beneficiaries and  that the
gov ernm ent is b ound  to
take strict action against the
hospitals.  While still the
question remains that most
of  the  p r iva te  h os pi ta ls
have not yet received  the
reimbursement amount for
render ing serv ices   f rom
th e gov ern ment and  the
v alue  n o w am o un ts  to
around Rs 700 crores.
Again the setback remains
with  the payment terms,
while the CGHS payments
are not made for  months
to ge the r  or  the  h osp ital
r eceives fewer  am ou nts
without any indication of
the reasons for deduction.
In this view, many hospitals
have been closed and some

Private hospitals – in imperative
call for a robust CGHS system

are on the verge fearing to
b e clos ed .  Even th e
cor po ra te ch a in s ar e
facing the same concern.
Understanding the CGHS
muddle
Cen tr a l Go ve r nm en t
Hea lth  S chem e (CGHS)
r un s un de r  th e
adm in is tr a tion  o f  ‘
Min is tr y of  h ea lth  an d
F am ily Wel fa re ,  was
introduced with an aim to
p ro vid e co m plete
healthcare services to the
Government servants at
s ub sid ized  cos ts  in
cashless mode through a
n etwo rk  of  h o sp ital s
empanelled under CGHS(
70% in the private sector),
which shall further  claim
their reimbursement from
the Government later.
No Legal Agreement  -
S in ce  2014,  CGHS has
entered into an agreement
w ith  th e emp an el led
private hospitals valid for
two years, bu t neither the
agr eem en t was  eve r
signed and provided to the
hospital nor the extension
took p lace.  This clear ly
indicates that there exists
no such legal agreement
va lid ly sign ed  b y bo th
parties.
Unbothered pric ing  for
H os pita ls  –  Af te r  th e
arb i trary agreement  for
voluntary par ticipation of
hospital in the CGHS, the
p r icing  agreed  u po n
d ur in g 2014 rema in s
unchanged even in 2019.
T he re  s eems  n o

justification for the prices
provided by the Government
to  th e ho sp i ta ls  a s th e
h os pi ta l’s cos ts  s ur ely
increases with  every year. 
Repudiated credit terms –
As it i s  ev ident f r om the
outstanding reimbursement
amounting to approx Rs 700
crore, CGHS has never paid
the  h os p ital s as  pe r  th e
agreed credit period . While
the  f or em os t  d uty an d
responsibility of the hospital
is to treat the patient, but the
Govern ment never  th inks
that the hosp itals en d  up
locking their working capital
f or  the  s o le  p ur po se  o f
treating CGHS beneficiaries
as the payments are delayed
for months. According to the
agreement, CGHS has agreed
upon to pay 60% of the bill
value with in one week of
submission, which until now
remains hypothetical.
The need of the hour – A
Robust CGHS system
Evident enough,  currently
CGHS system  i s
monumentally inefficient and
u nd er -f un d ed .  Th e
Government should  come
f or war d  an d  tak e
responsibility to enhance the
reimbursement process and
make things insync. Being an
indirect blame game on the
part of both Government and
Private Hospitals, patients
and society is the ultimate
sufferers.
There should be transparent,
clear  cu t d irections along
with a robust reimbursement
system in this scheme to be
implemented. The rates for
various medical procedures
s ho uld  b e dec id ed  in
consultation  with  var ious
stakeholders. Abysmally low
un af fo rd ab le  o r
u nm an ageable  r ates  w il l
breed corruption  and make
this scheme unviable.
In order to clean up the mess
a ro un d th e  CGHS an d
imp ro ve  th e cu rr en t
con di tio n ,  the r e is  an
inces s an t need  fo r
im prov emen t and  q uali ty
con tr o l ,  alo ng w ith  a
streamlined  reimbursement
pr oces s wh ich  wil l make
CGHS as desired for all. 

By a Correspondent
Guwahati Aug 17,

City based Sun Valley hospital,
a unit of Sun Valley
Diabetic Care & Research
Centr e,  will  co ndu ct
tom orrow ’s  m edia OPD
clin ic at Gu wahati Press
Club  on  17 Augu st

Sun Valley hospital to
conduct next media

OPD clinic
(S atur day) ,  wher e the
scribes along with  their
families will be offered free
co nsu lta tions  f r om
experien ced  physicians
between 4 am and 6 pm (of
17 Augus t) .  The
participants will also get the
opportunity to check their
blood sugar & pressure.

IGAR (South)
Imphal Aug 17,

Assam Ri f les to
commemorate the 73 rd

Independence  Day
celebrations,  witnessed  a
range of activities at various
locations in Manipur under
the aegis of  HQ  IGAR
(South) on 15th August 2019.
The 73rd Independence Day
was celebrated by the units
of 9 Sector Assam Rifles at
the Sector Headquarters, all
Battalion Headquarters and
Company Operating Bases
with  the locals and  the
schoo l ch ildren .  The
celebr ations inc luded
hoisting of the National Flag,
p layin g of  the Na tional
Anthem, conduct of cultural
programmes,  games and
competition s.   The 73 r d

Independence Day was also
celebrated with much fanfare
in Ukhrul where a total of 44
contingents including Army
Veterans,  Police, Manipur
Rif les ,  NCC and School
students marched on  the
tune of Somsai Battalion
Assam Rif les ban d.  The
participation and enthusiasm
shown while hoisting the
national flag setup a patriotic
backdrop  to  the
Independence Day parade.
Inspite of the rain and cloudy
weather thousands of locals
came to witness the parade.
Nothin g could  deter  the
spir its  of  both  the
par ti cipants an d  the
spectators.  Ken driya
Vidyalaya Ukhrul secured
the first position and was
adjudged the best marching
contingent.
Somsai Battalion of 10 Sector
Assam Rif lfes organised
var ious functions for  the
youth at Poi, a remote village
near Indo-Myanmar border to
include painting competition
and sp or ts events.  The
celebrations began with the
flag hoisting and singing of
Natio nal Anthem . The
pain ting competition  was
organised on the theme of
‘Independent India’.  The
young children participated
with full zeal and enthusiasm.
The event was thoroughly
enjoyed by the young talent.
I t was fo llowed by prize
distribution and culminated
with  refreshments for  the
studen ts.  In  addit ion ,  a
volleyball match was played
between the local youth club
and Assam Rifles soldiers of
Poi po st.  The v il lagers
express ed  their  hea r tfelt
gratitude for  the genuine
effor ts of Assam Rifles in
reinfor cing the sp i r it o f
national integration.
Moltuk Battalion celebrated
73rd  Independence Day at
their Battalion headquarters
and a t all Co mpany
Opera ting Bas es in
remem brance o f  the

Assam Rifles Celebrates 73rd Independence Day

sacr if ices made by the
freedom fighters, in which the
locals and school children
par ticipated  with  lo ts of
enthusiasm and zeal. Games
and competitions to include
drawing and  pain ting
compet ition  were  also
organised  for  the school
children and youth who had
attended the function. The
day also saw enthusiastic
participation from everyone
and provided an opportunity
to interact with the locals,
spread  awareness  about
secur ity f orces and
gener ated  a sen se of
patr io tism amongst all
attendees. The endeavour of
Moltuk  Bat talion  in
promoting peace and
harmony in the region was
appreciated by all.
Churachandpur  S ector
Assam Rifles commemorated
the 73rd Independence Day
with  great  zeal and
enthus iasm acros s all
headquarters and operating
bases in  the d istr i cts of
Churachan dpur  and
Pherzwal. The celebrations
involv ed  wide range of
activ ities to include f lag
hoisting,  wreath  l aying,
motiva tional lectu res in
schools, interaction with ex
servicemen and the families
of martyrs etc.  The main
ceremony was organised at
Churachandpur  S ector
Assam Rif les wherein  the
Sector  Commander  paid
homage to the martyrs and
their sacrifices in the form of
a wreath laying ceremony at
the War Memorial. Later, the
Commander also interacted
with over 50 Ex-serviceman
and th eir  families to
understand their concerns
while assuring all necessary
measures to ameliorate the
same.
On th e occasion  of
Independence Day, Deputy
Commis sioner,  Ph erzawl
hoisted the flag in District
Level Independence Day
2019 celebrations in which
Aina Battalion  pr ovided
significant support. March
past by the school students
on the tune of Assam Rifles
anthem and National Anthem
played by Assam Rifles band
was able to instill the feeling

of patriotism among the civil
d ignitar ies as well as the
youth and school students.
In  the en d  Deputy
Commissioner cu lminated
the event giv ing vote of
thanks to Assam Rifles for
their unflinching support to
local people of the area. This
collaborated effort of civil
dignitaries and Assam Rifles
on  Indepen dence Day
Celebrations again proved
Assam Rifles to be the True
Friends of North East.
Sajik Battalion organised a
ser ies of  events to
comm emorate 73rd
Independence Day.  Flag
hosting and distribution of
sweets was conducted at all
Company Operating Bases of
the Unit,  which  was
attended by large number of
locals with  lo ts of
enthusiasm and zeal. The
celebr ations began by
hoisting the National Flag
followed by the release of a
v ideo  showcasin g the
unflinching nationalism of
people of  Sajik Valley in
synchronizing with the spirit
of one nation. Subsequently,
inauguration  of  Ex-
Servicemen Facili tation
Centre was done to provide
single window assistance to
all Ex-Servicemen of the area.
The program concluded with
jointly planting the saplings,
emphasising the bonhomie
between Assam Rifles and
local population and their
united effort for conserving
the environment. In order to
promote healthy
mothe rhood,  the  Unit
Hospital conducted  the
Antenatal  Camp in
coordination with civil PHC
staff. This included medical
examination and interactive
sessions to educate young
mothers. The positivity and
nationalism created  by the
event will certainly usher the
area towards peace and has
forged ir reversib le bonds
between the locals and the
Assam Rifles.
The 73rd Independence Day
was a lso  ce leb rated  at
Sehlo n  Battalion
headquarters as well as in all
their  company ope rating
bases. It was celebrated by
all ranks of this unit with

great zeal and enthusiasm
with villagers of the remote
Samtal  Sal ien t.  T he
ce leb rat ion  s tar ted  wi th
hoisting of national flag and
singing of national anthem
with full enthusiasm and a
message o f  b on-h omie,
freedom and friendship was
shared under the national
flag which further cemented
th e b ond  between the
villagers and troops. A total
of 150 villagers of the region
pa r ti cip ated  in  th is
auspicious occasion.  The
aspirations of the locals are
be ing  fu lf i lled  b y the
Samaritan deeds of Sehlon
Battalion  where the entire
population of  the Samtal
Salient is par t of nation’s
in clus ive  gr owth .  T he
ce leb rat ions  cu lminated
wi th  trad it ion al lun ch
or ganised  by Sehlon
ba tta lio n  f or  th e en ti re
attendees. To celebrate 73rd

In dep end ence  Day and
am algama te the local
po pulatio n  in  the
celebration, Joupi Battalion
also  organized  a two-day
Volleyball competition with
effect from 14 to 15 August
2019.  A total of  10 boy’s
team including team of Joupi
Battalion Assam Rifles and
06 girl’s team from as many
nearby villages participated
in the tournament with an
exemplary zeal and fervour.
The competition culminated
wi th  the  team of  Jou pi
Battalion and  Hollengjang
village declared winner and
runner up  respectively in
the boy’s category. In girl’s
category, the team of village
Saibol Joupi and  v illage
Joupi were declared winner
and runner up respectively.
T he  p r ize d i st r ib ut io n
ceremony was carried out to
f el ic i ta te  a l l th e
participating teams. A total
of 100 boys and  60 girls
p ar ti cipa ted  in  th e
competition while hundreds
of  local people witnessed
the  com p et it io n  o ve r  a
per iod  of  two days.  The
com pe ti t io n  w as  w el l
r eceived  by  th e lo ca l
population wherein all the
v il lage Ch ie f s an d
population expressed their
gratitude.

By Mrudula Bhavani 
Courtesy – Keyboard journal

The BJP led government
abrogated articles 370 and 35
A and Kashmir is enduring an
unprecedented siege. As a
Manipuri how do you see this
situation?
I feel article 370 was just there
for namesake as India never
respected it. Whatever  the
Indian government and Indian
army had been doing in
Kashmir was the same, they
had been treating Kashmiris in
a similar way for the past seven
decades. I think people are
more aware of the situation now
as they scrapped these articles.
Before that itself they were
treating the people in the same
manner. I think here the Indian
government would be exposed,
now everyone globally is
getting to know the way they
treat a particular community.
Manipur also is militarized in
the similar way, every nook and
corner is occupied by the
Indian army from before.
Kashmir is a good example now

to prove they can do anything
wherever they want.
Specifically in North East,
which is not part of ‘cow belt
area’, they can do whatever
they want. It’s a signal for us.
It’s a warning for us to be very
careful about th is
government. That’s what
India had been doing towards
the minorities. 
Regarding North East,
Indians are now talking about
article 371 and how they
fantasise of scrapping it. But
for the North East the real
scary thing is the Citizenship
Amendment Bill (2016).
Imagine they scrap 371 and
pass CAB. demographically
north east will become the
‘cow belt’.  It will totally
destroy our culture, history,
identity, etc. And I am sure it
must be one of the dreams of
this government under their
one nation one religion goal.
Media houses like NDTV
made their stand clear that
they consider Kashmir as an
integral part of india. What
you have to say about this and

the arrest and attack on press
rights of  Kashmiri
journalists?
It is funny we have seen it
before. The liberal Indians
would support Palestine but
they would  never support
Kashmir ’s fight for self
determination .  The Indian
media is an example of that.
A series of constitutional
amendments were executed in
parliament recently. What do
you have to say about Indians
who are silently watching
these aggressive
developments?
More than  half  of  Indians
selected  th is fascist
government.  So  I am not
surprised the whole country is
quiet. And I believe UAPA bill
is a real threat to all the activists
and concerned citizens. The
government knows how people
would react to what they are
doing with Kashmir that’s why
they need such draconian and
inhuman bill.
Akhu Chingangbam is the
founder of Manipuri political
rock band Imphal Talkies.

‘Kashmir is a signal for us, It’s a
warning for us to be very careful

about this government’


